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Unlike most tri bikes out 
there, the Blade is built 
around a titanium frame 
and although it doesn’t 
boast the intricate 
features of many carbon 
bikes, from the first ride 
you know you’re riding an 
aerodynamic machine. 
It’s pretty light too, way 
more agile than most tri 
bikes, and it comes with a 
whole load of comfort, 
fitted as standard. You 
can have the frame built 
up however you like.

The Blaze is well up for  
a fast blast and keenly 
accelerates to race 
speed through the ever-
precise Shimano gears. 
Mavic’s Cosmic Carbone 
SL wheels are a touch 
overweight but once 
spinning they don’t need 
much encouragement to 
keep going, while the 
curvy Syntace C3 aero 
extensions offer great 
handholds for stabilising 
your upper body as you 
wind up the power. 

The Blade rolls over 
gradual climbs without 
really noticing them and, 
though no tri-specific 
bike is ever going to fly 
when you have to get out 
of the saddle, the lack of 
weight takes a lot of the 
grunt out of tackling the 
really steep stuff. The 
titanium frame silences 
most road chatter on fast 
descents while accurate 
tracking of a full-carbon 
fork lets you throw the 
bike about without worry.

The Blaze’s seat angle 
isn’t mega-steep but, 
despite an external 
headset adding height, 
the front end is low 
enough that you can get 
into a good aerodynamic 
body position as long as 
you have the flexibility to 
get down there. Those 
deep-section wheels 
aren’t especially 
forgiving, but the frame 
and forks have enough 
compliance for masses 
of long-ride comfort. 
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Van Nicholas Blaze

This ti tri  
bike is agile, 

light and 
comfortable

SPEC SHEET

Price €4,481.54 (including 
tax, approx £3,940)
Contact vannicholas.com
Size 52, 54,56, and 58cm.  
We tested 58cm
Weight 8.44kg/18.6lb (58cm)
Frame Van Nicholas Blaze 
3AL/2.5V titanium
Fork Easton EC90  
Aero carbon
Transmission Shimano 
Ultegra with Dura-Ace 
shifters
Brakes Shimano Ultegra 
callipers, Dura-Ace levers
Wheels Mavic Cosmic 
Carbone SL
Tyres Continental  
GP400 700x23c
Cockpit Syntace Force stem, 
Stratos CX carbon base bar, 
C3 clip-on aero extensions
Seating Van Nicholas alloy 
seat post and leather saddle
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